wno nas complained of Jus frivolity, ne ci dignantly:   "Frivolity of character!    Wh; speak as a good bourgeois would have done seeing Napoleon turn to  the right,  to  th and on all sides to examine his field of would have said, ' This man cannot remain place ; he has no fixed idea!'" *
This  change of posture, though consoru Balzac   says,  with   real stability, is  a  son bewilderment to the reader of his  saying doings, till it dawns upon him that, through policy, and the usual shrinking of the sensitrv casting their pearls  before  swine,   Balzac confirmed poseur, so that what he tells us i more misleading than his silence.    Le"on G books are a striking instance of the fact tha all Balzac's jollity, his camaraderie, and his words, he did not readily reveal himself, ex< those whom he could thoroughly trust to stand him.    Gozlan went about with Balzt often, and was specially chosen by him tim time as a companion;  but he really knei little of the great man.    If we compare his y of Balzac's feeling or want of feeling at a crisis, and then read what is written on th subject to Madame Hanska,  Balzac's   en<
* "Lettres a 1'Etraugere."ey were both at Vienna in 1835, he writes with some irritation, apparently in answer   to   a  remonstrance on her  part, that  he cannot work when he knows he has to go out ; and that, owing to the time he spent the evening before in her  society, he must now shut himself up for fourteen  hours   and   toil   at   «« Le  Lys   dans   la Vallee."    He  adds, with  his  customary  force  ofure home—Work neglected—Dispute with. Emile de Girardin—Balzac's un-happiness and suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
